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Fact Sheet
Zion Station Decommissioning and Site Restoration

ZionSolutions, LLC is a subsidiary of EnergySolutions formed specifically to conduct the safe 
decommissioning and environmental restoration of the Zion Station site.

■■ The Zion Station decommissioning 
is a commercial project and not a 
government funded or public works 
project.
■■ The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC) is the principal Federal 
governmental regulatory organiza-
tion that ZionSolutions is account-
able to for employee and public 
health and safety. ZionSolutions 
holds two 10 CFR 50 reactor li-
censes for Zion issued by the NRC 
for the purpose of the Zion Station 
decommissioning.
■■ Nuclear Decommissioning Trusts 
were established and maintained 
by Exelon in accordance with Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion and NRC regulations.
■■ The Trusts were funded by rate-
payer contributions over the life of 
the plant.
■■ The value of the Trusts has grown 
as the result of investment returns.
■■ Ratepayer contributions into the 
Trusts ceased in 2006.
■■ ZionSolutions acquired the plant 
from Exelon on September 1, 2010 
(excluding the spent fuel, switch-
yard, and land).
■■ ZionSolutions assumed the risk 
and liability to complete the Zion 
Station decommissioning for the 
value of the Trusts that were trans-
ferred from Exelon to ZionSolutions 
on September 1, 2010. Ratepayer 
responsibility for future decommis-
sioning costs was eliminated.

Funding the Zion Station Decommissioning and 
Site Restoration Project

Decommissioning activities 
would create significant 
economic benefits for the 
state and the 7-county region 
in northeastern Illinois. Over 
the ten years that the project 
is estimated to take, direct 
economic activities would 
generate approximately $390 
million in new economic 
output, 1,570 man-years of 
employment, and almost 
$150 million in employment 
compensation throughout the 
Illinois economy.

■■ ZionSolutions additionally provided 
a $200 Million Letter of Credit and 
an easement for disposal of radio-
active low-level waste at EnergySo-
lutions’ Clive, Utah disposal facility 
as additional financial assurances 
for decommissioning. 
■■ The NRC regulates Nuclear De-
commissioning Trusts. In accord-
ance with NRC requirements, the 
Zion Trusts are held by a third party 
trustee and managed by inde-
pendent fund managers in compli-
ance with established investment 
guidelines.
■■ ZionSolutions must request dis-
bursements from the Trusts only 
after work has been accomplished.  
No funds can be withdrawn in ad-
vance of performing work. 
■■ The NRC monitors and regulates 
withdrawals from the Trusts. Zion-
Solutions may not withdraw funds 
for any purpose other than prudent 
decommissioning costs and may 
not withdraw funds if such with-
drawal results in an insufficient 
amount remaining in the Trusts to 
reasonably complete any remaining 
work. Reports and certifications are 
provided to the NRC periodically 
per their guidelines.
■■ ZionSolutions must maintain ade-
quate financial assurances to cover 
the cost of decommissioning and 
must report the adequacy of Trusts 
to the NRC on an annual basis.
■■ If there are excess trust funds at the 
completion of the project, the ex-
cess funds are transferred back to 
Exelon (for distribution to ratepay-
ers) along with the NRC licenses, 
land, and the spent fuel.


